
70 architecture 71

Indian Architect & Builder - Sept 2012Indian Architect & Builder - Sept 2012

Expressions in 
                    Time
Characterised by layers of intent and renewed spatial order, the restoration and refurbishment of an 
urban house – Janakee Sadan in Sangamner, Maharashtra by Pune-based architectural firm Artha Studio 
reads evocatively of its 150-year-old latent spirit. 
Text: Maanasi Hattangadi
Images & Drawings: courtesy Artha Studio
Data: Sushama Jain 

Janakee Sadan evolves as a composition of simple aesthetics and  overlay 
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I n the suburban town of Sangamner in Maharashtra, a busy street pauses 
in front of a coeval façade. Much like many an Indian construct, a shaded 

verandah greets one at the entrance. Silently, as if to mark this, typographical 
frames look down. The building is Janakee Sadan, a 150-year-old house, 
rediscovered by and repurposed through considerate funding by its owners 
after two and half decades. Once a family residence-cum-office around  
1860-70, the house barrenly stewed in neglect and a par t of it had also 
fallen through. 

The architecture was simplified and humble and the restoration by Pune-based 
architectural practice Artha Studio built on it. The architects elaborate on the 
intent of the restructuring, “The family wanted to restore their ancestral 

proper ty but was not keen on inhabiting the entire space. As a gesture 
of philanthropy, they gave the house to a local NGO, although they did 
fund the restoration. This NGO is involved in various activities - providing 
a platform to upcoming ar tists; self-employment oppor tunities to 
unemployed people;  and a recreational space for children as well as the 
senior citizens of the community. Hence the restoration had to cater to the 
needs of all these stakeholders.” 

The rectilinear layout expands into a multifunctional programme consisting 
of a small studio apartment for the family and the functionality of the NGO; 
an administrative office, ar t galler y, multifunctional hall, semi-covered 
space for informal meetings, a play area for children, as well as a garden. 

The narrative of the architecture recalls and reflects its 
past in its materiality and expression.

Set in a suburban street, the entrance blends in owing to 
its elemental design.
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The structure before restoration.
Typographical frames flank the name of the building on 

the façade of shaded verandahs at the entrance. 

LEGEND:
                 
                   STAIRCASE /RAMP UP

L.   FRONT BALCONY
M. ADMINISTRATION HALL
N.  SERVER NICHE
O.  MOBILE BALCONY
P.   BALCONY
q.  LIVING
R.  SLEEPING
R.  DINING+kITCHEN
T.   TOILET
U.  UTILITY
V.  STEP GARDEN
W. GUEST TOILET
x.  MULTIPURPOSE HALL
Y.  CHIMNEY
z.  WATERTANk 

A.   ART GALLERY
B.   ENTRANCE VERANDAH
C.   ENTRANCE LOBBY
D.   DISCUSSION/RECEPTION ROOM
E.   ENTRANCE TO ART GALLERY
F.    INTERIOR PUBLIC VERANDAH
G.   CENTRAL COURT
H.   WELL
I.    INTERIOR PRIVATE VERANDAH
J.    REAR COURT
k.   VISITOR'S TOILET 

OLD OLD+NEW NEW FROM OLD
L.   FRONT BALCONY
M. ADMINISTRATION HALL
N.  SERVER NICHE
O.  MOBILE BALCONY
P.   BALCONY
q.  LIVING
R.  SLEEPING
R.  DINING+kITCHEN
T.   TOILET
U.  UTILITY
V.  STEP GARDEN
W. GUEST TOILET
x.  MULTIPURPOSE HALL
Y.  CHIMNEY
z.  WATERTANk 

<

NEW



Indian Architect & Builder - Sept 2012Indian Architect & Builder - Sept 2012

Explorations of the inside spaces reveal a quiet meandering – the entrance 
leads to a discussion/reception derived in an old post and beam wooden 
structure and thereafter to a descending flight of stairs that lead to the 
ar t galler y in the basement. The detailing is reminiscent of the earlier 
ambience – in the form of refurbished furniture and walls painted in white 
with skir ting of yellow 'Jaisalmer'. Originally delineated for storage of 
grains, the basement was transformed as a singular galleria after removal 
of a brick par tition wall. Long and vaulted, the galler y is textured in brown 
hues of stone till  the lintel level with customised ‘kadaee’ fitting. 

The public zone spills out into a loggia that envelops the central cour tyard. 
The sentience of the cour tyard is introspective – responding to traces of 
the historic ethos of the building and the grounded demeanour of the new 
annex. Assembling as an informal gathering place mediated between the 
shadowy verge of the buildings, the cour tyard is purposed as a playground 
too. The formalness is broken by a colour ful dynamic of a stepped structure 
inscribed within – an inspired approach that engaged children in its making. 
Inflections like these bring for th the experiential aspect of the design. The 
scale is intimate and tactile. The elements of the old and contemporar y 
are in tandem, variably inter twined in the new addition. A sloping roof 
encloses the two-storeyed studio apar tment. On the ground floor, the 
aesthetic is weighed down by layers of its roots. Tucked in a corner, a 
salvaged ancestral swing reveals itself. A stone platform is wrapped around 
a small well. Light shifts in the semi-covered volume, creating a gentle 
play of shadows with the rhythmic columns and sway of the swing. Beyond 
this, a por tion in the hindermost par t of the house is a private garden. On 
the upper level, an  extant staircase redeemed in stone, steel and wood is set 
comfortably. The environment hereon is as relaxed and contained. A stretch of 

The discussion-cum-reception area with refurbished furniture 
reflects the spirit of the earlier structure. 

The restored space on the first floor integrates the facilities for the 
administration area. The door leads to upper level staircase and 

the mobile balcony. 
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The central courtyard ties the entire space together - the 
contemporary with the existing. 
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Staircases are connected by a landing lit amply by light streaming 
in from the windows. 

The interiority is rendered in white with yellow 'Jaisalmer' stone 
skirting. Details like painted niches and wall cupboards complement 
the restoration. 
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The vaulted art gallery with customised ‘kadaee’ fitting. 

A single file of staircase leads down to the art gallery. The architecture is modest and introspective in moments. 
An ancestral swing is preserved and  recovered ‘aad’ well  that 

was closed in the ‘60s.

A champa tree acts as a nexus to the courtyard. 
A  vibrant intervention painted by children is thoughtfully 

placed in the courtyard. 
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functions like a living area, dining area, a kitchenette, a sofa-cum-bed as 
well as a balcony that overlooks the central cour tyard align continually 
to form the spatiality. Inlaid bamboo ceiling with air cavity is adapted to 
cut down on the heat. The internal spaces are calibrated to amplify the 
experience of the outside. The narrative of the architecture recalls and 
reflects its past in its materiality and expression. 

Of this, the architects explain, “The house had been constructed with 
traditional materials such as stone, flat brick, lime, mud and wooden post and 
beam with wooden joists for slab. The present edifice is a combination of the 
old and the new: spaces, materials, craft and technology. Traditional details 
were respected for reuse of materials and aesthetics. Reuse of existing material 
from the site made the project extremely cost-effective and eco-friendly. 
This project created awareness in the locality for preservation and for valuing 
traditional materials and spaces.” 

Owing to its sense of enclosure and gestural ideas, the architecture shapes the 
timelessness of the house. Despite its compact footprint, the building conveys 
the ambiguous presence of both an institutional NGO and a residence. The 
interpretations uncovered through its restoration and sensitivity of the fabric 
seek to remind us the principle of dialogue in relationship with inherited 
forms and a place of simplicity in design. 

FACT FILE:
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Images :   Hemant Patil
Project Duration :   2007-2011

The material palette is restrained and remniscent of the 
earlier structure.

The studio annexe facing the courtyard. 

The sofa is made from old teak wood of the house. 

The ambience is domestic and relaxed. 


